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VINE LEAVES from

ST. LEONARD’S

WORTLEY

NOVEMBER 2025
November Services at St. Leonards
Sunday 2nd November
Holy Communion and Baptism with Rev. Christine. Herbert   at 11am

Sunday 9th November
Service of Remembrance with Rev. Chris. Herbert 
          at 6.30pm
Sunday 16th November
Holy Communion  with Rev. Nick Grayshon   

          at 11am

Sunday 23rd November 
Holy Communion with Rev. Christine. Herbert 
                      at 11am 
Sunday 30th November
Joint Benefice Service at Thurgoland with Rev Chris Herbert at 10.30am
Save the Date!
Saturday 29th November
St. Leonards Christmas Tea Party and Fayre from 2pm

Saturday 13th December
Christmas Concert with Bolsterstone Male Voice and Thurgoland School Choirs
Sunday 21st December 
Nine Lessons and Carols with Thurlstone Brass Band at 6.30pm

EVERYONE WELCOME - PLEASE COME AND JOIN US
**********
EVERY WEDNESDAY St. Leonards is open to visitors from 11am to 3pm and there is a
‘Drop In’  TEA and CHAT session between 1 and 3pm
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              SATURDAY 29th NOVEMBER  FROM 2PM

                   At st. leonards’ church wortley
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     A FESTIVE CHRISTMAS FAYER &TEA PARTY

                     PLEASE COME AND JOIN US FOR A HAPPY AFTERNOON

                         THERE WILL TEA, SANDWICHES , CAKES AND MORE

                          PLUS -  CRAFT,  CAKE &  CHRISTMAS GIFT STALLS
************
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
Peal Number 115 Successfully Rung

On Tuesday 7th October a team from the Derby Diocesan Association of Change Ringers visited St Leonard’s as part of their week of ringing in Yorkshire. They had asked if they could ring a Peal. As a few months had passed since the last one they were given the go ahead. Starting at 10am this was successfully rung in 2 hours and 54 minutes. The method chosen was Nene Surprise Major which came round in 5184 changes. For a peal of Major (8 bells) to be officially recorded it must be at least 5000 changes, have no repeated changes and be rung non-stop with the same ringers throughout the performance. The method must run naturally back into rounds to finish which is why the number of changes is 184 more than 5000.

This was the 115th Peal rung at Wortley since 1893 when the bells were installed.

A Bellringing Talk

Our Tower Captain Andrew was invited to give a talk about bellringing and bells by a community group in Wentworth village. He spent an enjoyable couple of hours at the Mechanics Institute where an appreciative audience enjoyed finding out about how bells are made and rung. A few of them tried out changes on handbells while refreshments were served. A donation to church funds was made by the group, thank you.

If you know of a group who might like to have a similar talk, please ask them to contact us by email: wortleytower@gmail.com
Heritage Open Days

St Leonard’s takes part in Heritage Open Days every year and our bell ringers hold a tower open day on one of the Saturdays as part of the national event. Unfortunately, this year the Saturday chosen was a complete washout with the weather. It didn’t stop raining all day and this meant we only had a few visitors who came to explore the church and tower.

We were undeterred though and the refreshments were enjoyed, and we had some laughs during the day.

If you would like to find out what is up our church tower you needn’t wait for another HOD’s event. Get in touch with us and we can arrange a time, or come to our Open Wednesday Tea & Chat, every Wednesday from 11am to 3pm. Provided Andrew is there and you don’t mind a few ladders you will be able to have a tour.

Ringing with the Branch

Five of our ringers joined with ringing friends from the YACR Sheffield Branch for a day out ringing in the Derbyshire Dales area. In the morning we rang at Wirksworth, Brassington and Bradbourne. All nice churches although parking in Wirksworth was a bit tricky, it was market day and pouring with rain.

Our lunch was in a lovely little coffee shop/café in Ashbourne called The Little Shed. By now the sun had come out although the wind speed was increasing.

Our first tower of the afternoon was St Oswald’s Ashbourne, a stunning church and a surprise when we got there. The ropes came down into the ground floor area of the church right in the middle of the chancel crossing. The very long ropes from the tower high above made the bells quite difficult to ring. We mastered them, although it took a lot of concentration to make sure we actually caught the sally of the rope each time it came down. Any slight deviation away from a perfectly straight pull resulted in a rope jumping away from the ringer. 

The last tower of the day was Osmaston. The spiral staircase was open to the buffeting wind at ground level and the draft was blowing grit up the steps as we climbed. Suitably sand-blasted we made it to the ringing room. The bells were an easy ring, and we held a short branch meeting here before leaving for home.

A good enjoyable day out and another 5 towers added to the lists of the ‘tower grabbers’, a term used in ringing for those who are interested in ringing at new towers and keeping a lifetime list of places they ring.

Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour a
